
Jewish Values and Prayers AboutWar
How andWhy to Use this Resource
This resource is intended to make it quick and easy to add Jewish values and prayers into your
communication during this time of war in Israel.

Why is speaking in the language of Jewish values and prayers important?

● What is happening in Israel and howwe respond communicates our sense of peoplehood.
It also speaks to the Jewish values and practices that lay at the foundation of what it
means to be a Jew.We care about what happens to Jews in Israel and around the world.

● Part of the power of values and prayers is that they have the ability to act as symbols
that can resonate with people in ways that transcend the intellectual, organizational and
rational realms. Using Jewish idioms to express what we’re doing today helps ground our
work in the larger context of Jewish life, which is timeless.

Jewish Values
The Right to Self Defense is Essential

Talmud, Sanhedrin 72a – And the Torah stated a
principle: If someone comes to kill you, rise and kill
him first.

השכםלהורגךבאאםאמרהוהתורה
להורגו

Collective Responsibility

,Talmudבזהזהערביםישראלכל Shevuot 39a - All Jews are responsible for
one another

בְּצַעַר,שָׁרוּישֶׁהַצִּבּוּרבִּזמְַןאִידַּ�:תַּניְאָ
וְאוֹכַללְבֵיתִי,אֵלֵ�אָדָם:יאֹמַראַל

נפְַשִׁי.עָלַיִ�וְשָׁלוֹםוְאֶשְׁתֶּה,

Talmud, Ta’anit 11a -When the community is in
trouble, a person should not say, “I will go to my
house and I will eat and drink and be at peace with
myself.”

אָדָםלִבְניֵמָשָׁליוֹחָאי,בֶּןשִׁמְעוֹןרַבִּיתָּניֵ
מַקְדֵּחַמֵהֶןאֶחָדנטַָלבִּסְפִינהָיוֹשְׁבִיןשֶׁהָיוּ

מַהחֲבֵרָיולוֹאָמְרוּתַּחְתָּיו,קוֹדֵחַוְהִתְחִיל

Leviticus Rabbah 4:6 - Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai
taught a parable: Men were on a ship. One of them
took a drill and started drilling underneath him. The



אִכְפַּתמָהלָהֶםאָמַרוְעוֹשֶׂה,יוֹשֵׁבאַתָּה
לוֹאָמְרוּקוֹדֵחַ,אֲניִתַחְתִּי�אלָכֶם

הַסְּפִינהָ.אֶתעָלֵינוּוּמְצִיפִיןעוֹלִיןשֶׁהַמַּיםִ

others said to him:What are you si�ing and doing?!
He replied: What do you care. Is this not underneath
my area that I am drilling?! They said to him: But the
water will rise and flood us all on this ship.

Saving the Captive

עיד) םוַיּשְִׁמַ֣ יאַבְרָ֔ הכִּ֥ יונשְִׁבָּ֖ רֶקאָחִ֑ וַיָּ֨
יו יאֶת־חֲניִכָ֜ וּשְׁ֣�שׁעָשָׂר֙שְׁמנָֹ֤הבֵית֗וֹילְִידֵ֣

ףמֵא֔וֹת ֹ֖ עַד־דָּןֽ׃וַיּרְִדּ

Genesis 14:14 -When Abram heard that his relatives
had been taken captive, he mustered his troops, born
to his house, numbering 318 and went in pursuit as far
as Dan.

WeDon’t Rejoice in the Downfall of Our Enemies

Proverbs 24:17 -Don't rejoice when your enemies
fall; don't be happy when they stumble.

ליז) ֹ֣ ח[א֭וֹיבְִ�](אויביך)בִּנפְ אַל־תִּשְׂמָ֑
לִבֶּֽ�׃אַל־יגֵָ֥לוּ֝בִכָּשְׁל֗וֹ

Talmud, TractateMegillah 10b - Rabbi Joshua ben
Levi asked: Does the Holy One, Blessed be He, in
fact rejoice over the downfall of the wicked?... [The
Talmud teaches that No,] the Holy One, Blessed be
God, does not rejoice over the downfall of the
wicked [rather we only rejoice in the overcoming of
hardship. The proof for this is a story about the
angels wanting to celebrate when the Egyptians
were drowning in the Sea of Reeds]. But the Holy
One, Blessed be God, [rebuked the angels] saying:
Are not the Egyptians who are drowning in the sea
also the work of My hands?

לְהַאיפִּיתְחָאלַהּפָּתַחלֵוִיבֶּןיהְוֹשֻׁעַרַבִּי

עֲלֵיכֶםה׳שָׂשׂכַּאֲשֶׁר״וְהָיהָמֵהָכָא:פָּרַשְׁתָּא

אֶתְכֶם״.לְהָרַע...ישִָׂישׂכֵּןאֶתְכֶםלְהֵיטִיב

שֶׁלבְּמַפַּלְתָּןהוּאבָּרוּ�הַקָּדוֹשׁחָדֵיוּמִי

הוּאבָּרוּ�הַקָּדוֹשׁשֶׁאֵיןלְפִירְשָׁעִים?...

מַלְאֲכֵיבִּקְּשׁוּרְשָׁעִים…שֶׁלבְּמַפַּלְתָּןשָׂמֵחַ

הוּא:בָּרוּ�הַקָּדוֹשׁאָמַרשִׁירָה,לוֹמַרהַשָּׁרֵת

בַּיּםָטוֹבְעִיןידַָימַעֲשֵׂה

Defining Values of the IDF from the IDF Code of Ethics

Defense of the State, its Citizens and its Residents – The IDF’s goal is to defend the
existence of the State of Israel, its independence and the security of the citizens and
residents of the state.

HumanDignity – The IDF and its soldiers are obligated to protect human dignity.
Every human being is of value regardless of their faith or origin, religion, nationality,
gender, status or position.
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Purity of Arms – The soldier shall make use of their weaponry and power only for the
fulfillment of the mission and solely to the extent required; they will maintain their
humanity even in combat. The soldier shall not employ their weaponry and power in
order to harm noncombatants or prisoners of war and shall do all they can to avoid
harming their lives, body, honor and property.”

The Di�erence Between anOptionalWar and a NecessaryWar

JerusalemTalmud, Sotah 8.10 -Our Sages say: The
wars of the House of David are an example of a
permi�ed/optional war. The wars of Joshua are an
example of an obligatory war.

Rabbi Judah called a permi�ed/optional war one in
which we a�acked them; an obligatorywar one inwhich
they a�acked us.

זומצוהמלחמתאמריןרבנין
זוחובהמלחמ'דודמלחמת
יהושע.מלחמת

מלחמתקוראהיהיהודהרבי
עליהון.דאזליןאנןכגוןרשות

אינוןדאתייןכגוןחובהמלחמת
עלינן.

Prayers
Prayer for the Rescue of Captives

The One who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, Joseph, Moses and Aaron, David and
Solomon, may they bless and safeguard and preserve
the captives: (name of captive(s)) among their brethren
in the House of Israel
in trouble and captivity. In the merit of the prayers of
this holy assemblage who pray for them, may the
blessed Holy One shower compassion over them,
deliver them from darkness and strife, remove their
bondage, deliver them from their a�lictions, and return
them speedily to their families. Let them give thanks to
Adonai for God’s lovingkindness, and for God’s
miracles to the children of Adam. And establish for
them that what is wri�en, “And the ransomed of the
Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion, and
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; They shall

יצְִחָקאַבְרָהָםאֲבוֹתֵינוּשֶׁבֵּרַ�מִי
וּשְׁ�מהֹדָּוִדוְאַהֲרןֹמשֶֹׁהיוֹסֵףוְיעֲַקבֹ

אֶתוְינִצְרֹוְישְִׁמרֹיבְָרֵ�הוּא
השבוייםשלהַשְּׁבוּייִם׃)שמות

ישְִׂרָאֵלבֵּיתאֲחֵינוּשְׁאָר(בְּתוֺ�
בַּעֲבוּרוּבְשִׁבְיהָ.בְּצָרָההַנּתְוּניִם
הַקָּדוֹשׁבַּעֲבוּרָם,מִתְפַּלֵּלשֶׁהַקָּהָל

עֲלֵיהֶם,רַחֲמִיםימִָּלֵאהוּאבָּרוּ�
וּמוֹסְרוֹתֵיהֶםוְצַלְמָוֶת,מֵחשֶֹׁ�וְיוֹצִיאֵם

וִישִׁיבֵםיוֹשִׁיעֵם,וּמִמְּצוּקוֹתֵיהֶםינְתֵַּק,
לַה׳ ”יוֹדוּמִשְׁפְּחוֹתֵיהֶם.לְחֵיקמְהֵרָה
(תהליםאָדָם“לִבְניֵוְנפְִלְאוֹתָיוחַסְדּוֹ

שֶׁכָּתוּב”מִקְרָאבָּהֶםוִיקֻיּםַקז:לא) 
בְּרִנּהָצִיּוֹןוּבָאוּישְׁוּבוּןה׳:וּפְדוּייֵ
שָׂשׂוֹןראֹשָׁםעַלעוֹלָםוְשִׂמְחַת
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obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away.” (Isaiah 35:10) And let us say, Amen.

וַאֲנחָָה“יגָוֹןוְנסָוּישִַּׂיגוּוְשִׂמְחָה
אָמֵן. וְנאֹמַרלה:י) (ישעיהו

Blessing for the Release of the Captive

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe,
who sets free the captive.

הָעוֹלָםמֶלֶֽ�אֱ�הֵיֽנוּיהְוָֹהאַתָּהבָּרוּ�
אֲסוּרִים:מַתִּיר

Prayer for the State of Israel

Our Parent who is in Heaven, Rock and Redeemer of
Israel, bless the State of Israel [that it may be] the
beginning of our redemption. Shield it with Your love;
spread over it the shelter of Your peace. Guide its
leaders and advisors with Your light and Your truth.
Help themwith Your good counsel. Strengthen the
hands of the defenders of our Holy Land. Deliver them;
crown their e�orts with victory. Bless the land with
peace and everlasting joy to its inhabitants. And let us
say: Amen.

וְגוֹאֲלוֹ,ישְִׂרָאֵלצוּרשֶׁבַּשָּׁמַיםִ,אָבִינוּ
רֵאשִׁיתישְִׂרָאֵל,מְדִינתַאֶתבָּרֵ�

בְּאֶבְרַתעָלֶיהָהָגןֵגְּאֻלָּתֵנוּ.צְמִיחַת
שְׁלוֹמֶ�,סֻכַּתעָלֶיהָוּפְרשֹׂחַסְדֶּ�,
שָׂרֶיהָלְרָאשֶׁיהָ,וַאֲמִתְּ�אוֹרְ�וּשְׁלַח

טוֹבָהבְּעֵצָהוְתַקְּנםֵוְיוֹעֲצֶיהָ,
אֶרֶץמְגנִּיֵידְֵיאֶתחַזּקֵמִלְּפָניֶ�.
ישְׁוּעָהאֱ�הֵינוּוְהַנחְִילֵםקׇדְשֵׁנוּ,
שָׁלוֹםוְנתַָתָּתְּעַטְּרֵם,נצִָּחוֹןוַעֲטֶרֶת
לְיוֹשְׁבֶיהָ.עוֹלָםוְשִׂמְחַתבָּאָרֶץ,
אָמֵןוְנאֹמַר

Prayer for the Israeli Army (Adapted)

May He who blessed our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, bless the soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces, in
their standing guard upon our land and the cities of our
God from the border of Lebanon to theWilderness of
Egypt and from the Great Sea to the approach of the
Arava - on land, in the air, and in the sea. May the Holy
One, blessed be God, guard and rescue our soldiers
from all trouble and distress and from all a�liction and
illness; and send blessing and success in all the work of
their hands. And let us say, Amen.

יצְִחָקאַבְרָהָםאֲבוֹתֵינוּשֶׁבֵּרַ�מִי
צְבָאחַיּלֵָיאֶתיבְָרֵ�הוּאוְיעֲַקבֹ,

מִשְׁמַרעַלהָעוֹמְדִיםלְישְִׂרָאֵל,הֲגנַּהָ
הַלְּבָנוֹןמִגְּבוּלאֱ�הֵינוּוְעָרֵיאַרְצֵנוּ

הַגָּדוֹלהַיּםָוּמִןמִצְרַיםִ,מִדְבַּרוְעַד
בָּאֲוִירבַּיּבַָּשָׁההָעֲרָבָהלְבוֹאעַד

וְיצִַּילישְִׁמרֹהוּאבָּרוּ�הַקָּדוֹשׁוּבַיּםָ.
וּמִכָּלוְצוּקָהצָרָהמִכָּלחַילֵָינוּאֶת
וְהַצְלָחָהבְּרָכָהוְישְִׁלַחוּמַחְלָהנגֶעַ
אָמֵן.וְנאֹמַרידְֵיהֶם.מַעֲשֵׂהבְּכָל
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חַיּיֵנוּמְקוֹרשְׁכִינהָשֶׁבַּשָּׁמַיםִ,אָבִינוּ
כׇּלאֶתוְהוֹשֵׁעַחַזּקֵוְגוֹאֲלוֹישְִׂרָאֵלצוּר

וְהַצִּילֵםשָׁמְרֵםבֵּיתָםמִשְׁמֶרֶתעַלהָעוֹמְדִים
מַעֲשֵׂיבְּכׇלבְּרָכָהוְתֵּןוְצוּקָהצָרָהמִכׇּל

וְהוֹשִיעֵם.וּתְפִלָּתֵנוּתִּפִלָּתָםשְׁמַעידְֵיהֶם,

וְהַנּצְוּרִיםהַנּצְוּרוֹתלְכׇלישְׁוּעָהשָׁלַח
אֱמוּנהָנפְַשִׁיבְּחסֶֹןאוֹתָםמָלֵאבְּבָתֵּיהֶם,

הָאֵלֶּה.הַמַּפְחִידִיםבָרְְגָעִיםוְחָזקְָםוְתִקְוָה

הַדּוֹאֲגוֹתהָאִמָּהוֹתלְמַעַןבְּרַחֲמֶי�עֲשֵׂה
וְהַיּלְָדִיםהַתִּינוֹקוֹתוּלְמַעַןהַדּוֹאֲבִיםוְהָאָבוֹת

בַּמִּקְלָטִים.הַיּוֹשְׁבִים

בִּישׁוּעָתֶ�,פָּקְדֵנוּבִּרְצוֹנֶ�,זכְָרֵנוּאָנּאָ
בָּטַחְנוּ.כִּירַחֲמֶי�יקְַדְּמוּנוּ

וְהַחֲטוּפִיםהַחֲטוּפוֹתכׇּלאֶתהָשֵׁב
נקִָידָּםשֶׁיּשִָּׁפֵ�בְּ�אלְבָּתֵּיהֶםבְּשָׁלוֹם

זוְָעָהבְּמַעֲשֵׂינפְַשָׁםשֶׁתִּטָּמָאוּבְלִי

קָדְשֵׁנוּ:אֶרֶץמְגִנּיֵידְֵיאֶתחַזּקֵ
וְהָאֶזרְָחִים.הַחֲילִָים

ילְִמְדוּוְ�אחֶרֶבגּוֹיאֶלגוֹיישִָּׂאוְ�איתִֵּןמִי
)ד:גמיכה;ב:דישעיה(מִלְחָמָה׃עוֹד

עָלֵינוּ,רַחֲמֶי�נאָיהֱֶמוּרַחֲמָן,אֵלאַנּאָ,
תִּתֵּןהַגֶּפֶןהַשָּׁלוֹםזרֶַעכִּיהַכָּתוּב:בָּנוּוִיקֻיּםַ
יתְִּנוּוְהַשָּׁמַיםִיבְוּלָהּאֶתתִּתֵּןוְהָאָרֶץפִּרְיהָּ
(כמואֵלֶּה.כׇּלאֶתאֶתְכֶםוְהִנחְַלְתִּיטַלָּם

תִּירָאוּ׃אַלבְּרָכָהוִהְייִתֶם)ח:יבזכריה
אָמֵןוְנאֹמַרחלק)ח:יגזכריה(

Our Father in heaven, Shekhinah source of life, Rock
and redeemer of Yisrael, strengthen and deliver all
who stand on guard protecting their homes,
safeguard and save them from any trouble and
distress and bless their actions, hear their prayers
and ours and deliver them.

Save those who are trapped in their homes, grant
them inner strength, faith and hope, bolster them in
these terrifying times.

Send Your mercy to the anxious mothers and hurting
fathers and the children si�ing in shelters.

May it be Your will to remember us, to take notice of
us, to meet us with compassion for we trust in You.

Return all those kidnapped safe and sound to their
homes, without the spilling of innocent blood,
without their souls becoming tarnished by horrific
acts.

Strengthen those who protect our Holy Land,
soldiers and civilians alike

We pray “nation shall not lift sword against nation
and they will study war nomore”. (Isaiah 2:4; Micah
4:3) Compassionate God, please, arouse Your mercy
for us, andmay the verse be fulfilled: “from the seed
of peace the vine shall produce its fruit, the land shall
produce its yield, and the skies shall provide their
moisture. I will bestow all these things upon you.” (Cf.
Zechariah 8:12) “…and you shall be a blessing, have
no fear.” (Zechariah 8:13 part) And let us say Amen.

This prayer for the welfare of the State of Israel, by Rabbi Mira
Regev, was disseminated by HaTenuah HaReformit (The Israel
Movement for Reform and progressive Judaism).

5
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